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On Track… 

On May 10, Antler Ridge Wildlife Sanctuary received its first orphaned fawn of the season. The 8 
pound female was rescued by a passing motorist who witnessed the mother killed by a car. Since 
then, Kelly Simonetti, Director of Antler Ridge, said rescued fawns have been brought to the 
sanctuary on the average of four-five per week. 
Antler Ridge Wildlife Sanctuary is located on 120 acres of preserved farmland in Warren County 
and serves most of northern New Jersey to rescue, rehabilitate and release orphaned and injured 
wildlife. Last year eighty fawns were raised from bottle-fed infants, weaned and “taught” to forage, 
and then released. 
When a fawn is brought to Antler Ridge, it is weighed and checked for ticks or other parasites. If 
the fawn is injured, an on-call volunteer veterinarian will treat it. In the early spring, the fawns are 
kept inside.  A team of volunteers will feed them, carry them outside if the weather is suitable, and 
clean their inside cages. The fawns are fed three more times during the day, and are brought back 
inside in the evening. 

Calf ‘igloos’ are placed in each enclosure as shelter for the fawns. Each outside pen will hold from 
six to eight fawns. Toward the end of the summer, the fawns are weaned. They will go to a new 
portion of the property as one herd. The area is fenced in, but provides plenty of woods and fields 
for them to live naturally. Volunteers will bring formula to the fawns in the morning. At first the fawns 
crowd the gate, eager for their bottles, but as time progresses more and more of them lose interest, 
and soon none are at the gate to greet the volunteers.
Antler Ridge volunteers do not interact with the fawns: no petting, no ‘baby talk- simply feed, check, 
and go. It’s important for the animal’s survival in the wild to be wary of humans. The volunteers will 
log the amount of formula taken by each fawn and note any physical issues, such as wounds, 
diarrhea, lameness, etc. Proper medications and supplements are provided. By early fall, the fawns 
are ready for release. They are taken to properties that have sufficient food and water for their 
maintenance, and of course, the permission of the property owner. Release is always a bittersweet 
time for the Antler Ridge staff. It’s sad to see the animals leave; but, at the same time, it’s a moment 
of pride and satisfaction in a job well done.

The fawns are given 
specially blended formula 
with a protein/fat ratio 
consistent with doe’s 
milk. The bill for a 
season’s worth of 
formula is over $5,000. 
Although costly, using 
this formula ensures that 
the fawns go back to the 
wild as healthy juveniles. 
As the weather turns

warmer, the fawns are 
kept outside Daily 
portions of deer 
pellets and browse 
(the leaves, twigs and 
stems of woody 
plants) are introduced. 
The volunteers carry 
bottles of formula to 
the pens and feed 
them several times 
during the day. 

Fawn Season at Antler Ridge
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Where Oh Where Have The  Volunteers Gone?

 By Ruth Brooks and Melissa Anahory

 It is very difficult these days to expect people to do a job, especially one that is often labor 
intensive and emotionally draining, and not get paid for it, but there are people that do just that, 
and they are called volunteers! If there were no volunteers, non-profit organizations would not be 
able to function or carry out their mission. Thankfully these people are out there, and wildlife 
rehabilitators of New Jersey are always in need of more, especially as the need for our services 
continues to increase. We are lucky to have the dedicated and skilled people we have now, and 
we are always looking to share the rewards of our work and our passion with new volunteers! 
 Many people love animals and want to work with them, but volunteering at a wildlife center is not 
always fun. It involves intensive training and lots and lots of cleaning. In fact, being a volunteer is 
a serious commitment but it is also a rewarding once in a lifetime experience like no other! There 
are many ways that you can give your gift of time to your local refuge and be a part of our 
lifesaving work! While cleaning and feeding are major needs for rehabilitation centers, there are 
opportunities for volunteers to do much more. With training and time spent working at a center, 
volunteers can help handle education animals for programs, assist in releases of rehabbed 
animals, and help with medical assessments and husbandry of many different species. 

Volunteers are trained in various aspects of animal 

care. Talisa Velez (pictured above) helps to feed a 

one week old Red Fox kit at Woodlands Wildlife 

Refuge.  

Additionally, some centers offer several different types 
of volunteer opportunities that may include office help, 
educational program assistance, cage building, and 
more! Perhaps you are in need of a service project to 
fulfill a community service requirement? Do not 
hesitate to contact your local volunteer coordinator to 
find out what opportunities may be available at a 
rehabilitation facility in your area! Without volunteers 
we could not be successful in our work! If you have a 
desire to learn more about volunteering, visit our 
website www.njawr.org to find out about a rehabilitator 
close to you.   
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Save The Date!
Full Details Available At

http://www.nwrawildlife.org/events

NWRA Symposium 2018 
February 28 – March 3, 2018 

Anaheim, CA

Annual NYSWRC Seminar
11/10/2017 » 11/12/2017

Location: Binghampton, New York  
http://nyswrc.org/annual-conference/ 

The Wildlife Center of Virginia
Call of the Wild Conference 

November 17-19, 2017
https://www.wildlifecenter.org/call-wild-

conference
New Jersey Association 

of Wildlife Rehabilitators 
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Melissa Anahory, President
Cil Purnick, Vice President 
Lori Swanson, Secretary  
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Heather Freeman 

On Track is the newsletter of the New Jersey Association 
of Wildlife Rehabilitators (NJAWR) and is published

NJAWR does officiallynot  endorse 
techniques, drugs, opinions, diets, etc. 

annually. 
products, 
which are  presented herein.  Every effort is made to 
ensure accuracy; however, the reader is  responsible for 
contacting the contributing author should problems or 
questions arise. 

On Track Editor: Cathy Longi   cat.longi@gmail.com

Jane Rakos-Yates 
Cathy Longi 
Peter Revilla

Denise Hassinger
Judy Tonkin

WANTED 
We are looking for informative mammal, avian, 
veterinary and general interest topics! Have you 

come across a great rehabilitation or other 
wiwildlife article you would like to share with our

members? Do you have an idea for a subject 
you would  like  to see in a future issue?  Please 
send it to our editor at cat.longi@gmail.com for 

rereview for  future publication.
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